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 SkillsUSA North Carolina

Debate Contest
(No National Contest)

Purpose

To evaluate each contestant’s ability to debate a given topic related to education.

Clothing Requirements

Official SkillsUSA blazer or windbreaker, white dress shirt and black tie or white blouse, black dress pants or skirt, black dress shoes (closed toe). 

Eligibility

Open to active SkillsUSA members.
Scope of Contest

1. Contestants should prepare for the debate contest by developing the following competencies:

a. Understand and practice elements of formal and informal debate

b. Demonstrate an effective and pleasing delivery style

c. Effectively use illustrations and examples

d. Pronounce words in a clear and understandable manner

e. Demonstrate good platform deportment and personal confidence

f. Organize debate material in a logical and coherent manner

g. Effectively vary voice pitch, tone, tempo, and volume

2. The debate team shall consist of two members per school.  One member will be designated as Team Captain and the other as Team Member

3. Schools will compete against each other

4. The contest chairperson will determine who will speak for (pro) and against (con) the assigned subject.  Contestants will have five minutes to prepare notes.  Contestants may not take materials into the preparation room.

5. The team member speaking for (pro) will go first.  The following order and time limits shall be followed:
· First - Team Member (pro)


Time Limit 1 ½ minutes

· Second - Team Member (con)

Time Limit 1 ½ minutes

· Third - Team Captain (pro) Rebuttal
Time Limit 1 minute

· Fourth - Team  Captain (con) Rebuttal
Time Limit 1 Minute
6.
A timekeeper will ring a bell at the end of each designated time.  Speaking must cease at the sound of the bell.  A one point penalty will be assessed for each word past a designated signal.  Debaters will not be given a penalty for stopping short of the time limit.

7.  
The next debater must start his/her speaking 15 seconds after the previous debater has stopped.  A one point penalty will be assessed for each second past 15 seconds.

8. A pad and pencil will be provided to each team member to make notes.
9. Team members must complete the speaking steps in the debate.
10. Contestants will not mention their name, school, or city.
11. Contestants may carry notes that were prepared in the preparation room into the contest room.
12. The SkillsUSA North Carolina Association will select the debate topic based on an educational subject.  All contestants will be assigned the same topic.
 SkillsUSA North Carolina
Debate Team Contest

Rating Sheet
	ITEMS
	POINTS
	TEAM NO.
	SPEAKER
	REBUTTAL

Team Capt.
	TOTAL

TEAM____
	TOTAL

TEAM____

	VOICE

Articulation,
Enunciation,
Pronunciation
	40
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	PLATFORM DEPORTMENT

Movement, 

Gestures
	40
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ORGANIZATION

Introduction,
Composition, Facts,
Arrangements
	40
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	DEFENSE OF OPINION

Clear, Logical,
Organized
	40
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	EFFECTIVENESS

Accomplish Purpose,
Hold Attention,
Informative
	40
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SUBTOTAL


	200
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TIME PENALTY


	Up to 

- 50
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CLOTHING PENALTY


	- 2
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RESUME PENALTY


	- 2
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL


	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


WINNING TEAM NUMBER___________

